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"If the empire managed to secure control of Cuba again, not one of these higher institutions created by
the Revolution would remain to guarantee young people this right. It would send most young people to
the countryside, to cut sugarcane. It is a declared policy. It would attempt to steal the artistic and
scientific talents Cuba has nurtured, as it has done in other countries in our hemisphere. Having more
than 70,000 specialists in general comprehensive medicine and hundreds of thousands of other
professionals, helping others, the poorest included, and exporting these services, is a sin of which a
Third World country cannot be forgiven. Ultimately, we have held our ground in spite of the blockade,
their aggressions and their brutal acts of terrorism for nearly half a century".
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