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“On July 17 - look how close we are to the date - negotiations took place between the U.S. and Spanish
troops, without the participation of any representative of the Cuban forces; an armistice was called and
the city surrendered that day. U.S. troops penetrated the city and did not allow Cuban patriots to enter.
This is one of the saddest episodes in our history, since those soldiers who had fought for 30 years,
beginning on October 10, 1868, were not permitted to enter the city. The U.S. flag was raised over the
Government Palace and the Morro Fortress. Totally indignant and faced with that insufferable
humiliation, General Calixto García, who had cooperated so loyally with the troops who were supposedly
his allies, wrote to Máximo Gómez and renounced his post as head of the Cuban troops in Oriente. What
day? July 17.”
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